
 

 

 
 

Students at Washington High School are 
reviving a newsletter that will focus on 
their Native American peers, thanks to a 
grant from the Education Foundation. 

Bruce Rekstad, who teaches Native 

American Studies at Washington, received 

a grant for $1,320 to assist student 

journalists with the project. 

Members of the school’s Okichiyapi Club 

are designing, reporting and editing the 

online publication, called Warrior Native 

News.  Okichiyapi means “helping one 

another.” 

“Our rationale for the newsletter is to 

inform other students of our culture,” 

said Ezra Red Earth, a senior, one of the 

tri-editors and the chief editor of the 

publication. 

The other two tri-editors are Maria Pedro-

Sebastian and Jonny Knorr. Several other 

club members are assisting with the 

newsletter. 

Most of the stories are expected to highlight the activities and 

accomplishments of the more than 100 Native American students who attend 

Washington. 

The grant that Rekstad received was one of 18 Innovation in Education Grants 

the Education Foundation awarded for the 2017-2018 school year. The grants 

totaled a record high $57,415 – a yearly number that the Foundation wants to 

increase in the future. 

Innovation in Education Grants are intended for creative educational projects 

that typically are not funded by tax dollars. They are awarded by the Education 

Foundation on a competitive basis to teachers in Sioux Falls Public Schools. 

 (Story continued on Page 2) 
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Grant helps club at Washington High start 
newsletter about Native American students 

 

 
Among the students at Washington High School working on Warrior Native News are 

(from left) Ezra Red Earth, Robbee LaRoche, Jonny Knorr and Maria Pedro-Sebastian.  
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 Newsletter highlights accomplishments of Native students 

(Story continued from Page 1) 

The Education Foundation also gives out $200 grants to help 

first-time teachers buy classroom supplies. 

The grant awarded to Rekstad is intended to help stimulate 

students’ interest in reporting news about Native students and 

their culture. Red Earth and other newsletter staffers said they 

are grateful for the financial help. 

The newsletter will be produced and available to readers 

online, but some paper copies also are expected to be 

available. 

Rekstad filed a proposal for the grant with the idea of making 

the newsletter an extension of Okiciyapi Club. 

 “We will be helping one another in the newsletter by 

informing the general public and our students about the 

strengths and accomplishments of our wonderful Native 

American youth,” he said.  

The online publication will focus on students’ academic and 

extracurricular involvement. 

Janet Fleming Martin, who teaches Native American history 

and culture at Lincoln High School, helped Washington get its 

newsletter going again.  Lincoln also has a newsletter produced 

by Native students. 

 
Bruce Rekstad has been teaching at Washington High School 

for 17 years. He also taught for six years at the Flandreau 

Indian School and for four years at a tribal school at Crow 

Creek in South Dakota. 

Contributions fund projects that help teachers do their job better 
Tax-deductible gifts to the Education Foundation are 
welcome. 

 Contributions from businesses, organizations and 
individuals fund Education Foundation grant programs that 
help teachers and students in Sioux Falls Public Schools.  

The Education Foundation annually awards grants to help 
first-time teachers buy classroom supplies. Grants also are 
awarded to help teachers fund creative educational projects 
not covered by tax dollars. Those grants are awarded on a 
competitive basis. 

More information about the Education Foundation and its 

programs is available at the organization’s website at 

www.SFEducationFoundation.org. 

Questions about donation options can be directed to Allison  

 

Reminders for donors 
 Please remember to visit Smile.Amazon.com and 

select the Sioux Falls Public Schools Education 

Foundation as your charity of choice. We receive 

0.5 percent of all eligible purchases. 

 Be wary. The Education Foundation does not 

send students, parents, or volunteers door-to-

door to solicit donations. 

 

Struck, executive director. She can be reached by phone at  

(605) 367-4484 or via email at Allison.Struck@k12.sd.us. 

 

http://www.sfeducationfoundation.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:Allison.Struck@k12.sd.us
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Cynthia Mickelson is the newest member of the Education 

Foundation Board. She is also a member of the School Board.  

“I feel our schools have become a go-to place for families 
in need,” she said. “As a district, we need to make sure we 
can address those issues, but also make sure we’re not 
duplicating services” offered elsewhere in the community. 
 
The Education Foundation strives to enhance the overall 
quality of learning opportunities in schools by financially 
supporting academic projects and activities not funded by 
tax dollars. 
 
The School District does not have a program designed 
specifically for students with dyslexia, for example, 
Mickelson noted. With increased funding, the Education 
Foundation might be able to help create such a program 
in the future, she said. 
 
“I would love for us to be able to fundraise in a manner 
that represents the size of our community, and represents 
the generosity of our district,” she said.  “I’m just really 
excited. I hope I can be effective at this.” 

 

Bond issue funding will ease school crowding 

  

Eventually, the population of the Sioux Falls School District 

is likely to stabilize because there won’t be room for more 

residents. But that time’s not expected to come for more 

than two decades. 

In the meantime, crowding issues, especially in public high 

schools and middle schools, will continue. 

Voters in the district took a significant step toward easing 

school crowding in September by overwhelmingly 

approving a $190 million bond issue. Voters approved the 

ballot measure 85 percent to 15 percent. 

Approval of the funding will allow the district to build a 

new high school, middle school and elementary school 

within the next few years. Safety improvements also will 

be made at existing schools. 

The new high school will be built in northwestern Sioux 

Falls, and the middle school will be somewhere in the 

southeast part of the city. A location for the elementary 

school has not been determined. 

School Board members recently selected an exact location 

for the high school. 

Board members picked a site offered by Journey 

Development Company that’s between Marion Road and 

North Terry Avenue. Board members said the site stood 

out for several reasons, including transportation 

accessibility, nearby development and proximity to the 

Southeast Technical Institute and other educational 

facilities. 

 The School Board considered eight sites for the high 

school and selected one on Nov. 7. The location was 

recommended by Superintendent Brian Maher and other 

members of a site selection subcommittee. 

The cost for 49.4 acres of land will be about $4.3 million, 

minus a $1 million donation that Journey offered the 

School District. 

Among the other parcels that were considered was a 

smaller, free tract offered by Sanford Health near the 

Sanford Sports Complex. 

Board members appreciated Sanford’s generous offer, but 

tried to pick the best spot because they were making a 

decision that could impact the District for 75 to 100 years, 

Board President Kent Alberty said.  

The Board unanimously supported the recommendation for 

the Journey property. In addition to Alberty, members of 

the School Board are Kate Parker, Carley Reiter, Cynthia 

Mickelson, and Todd Thoelke. Mickelson is the School 

Board’s representative on the Education Foundation Board. 

The new high school will open in 2021 or 2022. The new 

middle school also is expected to open within the next few 

years. The new elementary school is slated to open in 2024. 

Among the next big questions for many students and their 

parents is how school attendance borders will look after 

they’ve been updated to reflect the new schools. 

Vernon Brown, coleader of the public task force that 

recommended the bond issue, credited the School Board 

for a smooth election process. Brown is also the vice chair 

of the Education Foundation Board. 

“There’s a special place in heaven for School Board 

members,” he said at a public meeting. “They really set this 

up for success.” 

 

 

  

 

Kent Alberty Kate Parker 
   

 

 
Carly Reiter Cynthia Mickelson   Todd Thoelke Dr. Brian Maher 
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Board elects new officers 
Callie Beisch will chair the Education                                               

Foundation Board in 2019. She was                                               

among a slate of new officers recently                                          

elected by fellow board members. 

Beisch is the tax manager at Eide Bailly,                                                               

LLP in Sioux Falls. 

Stephanie Gongopoulos, the current chair, will remain on the 

team of officers in 2019, serving as past chair. 

Other officers for 2019 will be:  Reece Almond, vice chair; 

Carrie Aaron, secretary; and Jackie Dumansky, treasurer. 

Dumansky is the only incumbent who was re-elected. 

Five Board members, including Beisch and Dumansky, were 

elected to serve a second three-year term on the Board. The 

other three elected to serve another term were Nancy Hagen, 

Kiki Nelsen and Deb Koski.  

 

Rich Brenneman joins 

Education Foundation Board 

 

Rich Brenneman, an 

insurance agent with Mutual 

of Omaha, is the newest 

member of the Education 

Foundation Board. He joined 

the Board in October. 

Brenneman has assisted 

other local civic groups in the 

past. He was looking for a 

new organization to help and 

contacted the Education 

Foundation,  Foundation, which invited him to serve on its Board. 

“The schools have been awesome for my kids, and I was 

looking for some way to give back,” he said.  “Any support 

we can give our teachers to help improve the lives of our 

students is my main focus.” 

Brenneman and his wife, Anita, have two sons. One 

graduated from Roosevelt High School, and the other one 

attends school there. Brenneman is a native of Norfolk, 

Neb. He has lived in Sioux Falls since 1989. 

Other changes also are being made on the Board. Two 

members will depart at the end of 2018: Vernon Brown 

and Catherine Dekkenga. They have both served two, 

three-year terms on the Board. Both of them are among 

the organization’s current officers. 

Rich Brenneman 

 Grant from Community Foundation 
will give donors new, online option 
The Education Foundation is installing software that will 

improve its website, including the addition of an option 

that will allow donors to make online contributions. 

A $2,500 spot grant for the software was awarded to the 

Education Foundation by the Sioux Falls Area Community 

Foundation. 

“We will have an online donation option for the first time,” 

said Allison Struck, the Education Foundation’s executive 

director. “We hope to have it up and running by the end of 

the year.” 

The website address is SFEducationFoundation.org. 

 

 

Our Board  
The Education Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 
endorsed by the Sioux Falls School District. 

The Foundation is governed by Board comprised of volunteers. 
Members are: Carrie Aaron, Reece Almond, Peggy Baney, 
Callie Beisch, Vernon Brown (vice chair), Rich Brenneman, 
Catherine Dekkenga (secretary), Jackie Dumansky (treasurer), 
Stephanie Gongopoulos (chair), Nancy Hagen, DeeAnn Konrad, 
Deb Koski, Cynthia Mickelson and Kiki Nelsen. 

Allison Struck is the full-time executive director. Rob Swenson 
assists part time with media. 

Our Mission 
We champion teachers and students by encouraging, 
promoting and funding creative and innovative teaching 
strategies in order to enhance and enrich education in all Sioux 
Falls Public Schools. 

Our Niche 
We raise funds to support teachers and their impact on 

students. 

 

 

 

Callie Beisch 

 


