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Inaugural fundraising event is a big hit
Foundation highlights student talent at Public School Proud

The Lincoln High School Drumline was the
leadoff act at the Public School Proud event
Nov. 7 at Raven Industries. See Page 5 for
photographs of other student talent.

The inaugural Public School Proud student showcase and
fundraiser generated more than $21,000 for the Education
Foundation. The money came from sources ranging from
ticket sales to donations and sponsorships.
The event featured student performers and treats
prepared by student chefs, as well as a reverse raffle for
ticket-buyers. It was held the evening of Nov. 7 at Raven
Industries in downtown Sioux Falls.
“I think the event went spectacularly well, considering it
was our first time doing this and it was a new venue,” said
Allison Struck, executive director of the nonprofit
Education Foundation. “But, really, the students were the
highlight of the night. Their teachers gave them an

opportunity to perform, to showcase their talents, and they
exceeded all expectations.”
Featured performers included a drumline from Lincoln High
School, a chamber choir from New Technology High School,
and an African dance group from Washington High School.
Food was prepared by students from the Career and
Technical Education Academy.
“We had a great group of students - well-rounded, diverse.
It was fun to feature kids from the high schools. They were
amazing,” Struck said.
More than 80 tickets were sold for the first-time event. It is
expected to be held again, but a future date has not been
selected.

(Story continued on Page 5)
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Education Foundation
champions local
teachers and students
The Sioux Falls Public Schools
Education Foundation is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization endorsed by the
Sioux Falls School District. The
organization is governed by its own
Board.

Callie Beisch (far left), who chairs the Education Foundation Board, was among the
Board members and organization assistants who attended a Verizon news
conference. A donation to the Education Foundation was announced. (See Page 4
for details.) Others pictured (from left of Beisch) are Sharon Schueler, Anthony
Pizer, Allison Struck, Peggy Baney, Reece Almond and Nan Baker.

Help Foundation celebrate
endowment’s 25th anniversary
The Education Foundation is observing the 25th anniversary of its
endowment fund, which the nonprofit organization uses to help Sioux Falls
Public Schools.
To express your appreciation and participate in the celebration, Board
members are asking people to contribute $25 to the fund.
Donation options are outlined on the Education Foundation’s website:
SFEducationFoundation.org.
2019 is the 25th anniversary of the creation of the endowment fund, which is
managed by the Sioux Falls Area Community Foundation. The fund wasn’t
very active until 2008, however. That’s when the Education Foundation
received its nonprofit status and started becoming more visible in the
community.
The Education Foundation reached another milestone in 2018, when it
added a full-time executive director to its staff.
Increasing the Education’s Foundation’s endowment fund has been a recent
point of emphasis for the organization. Contributions to the fund are
invested to help raise money for educational programs and to help provide
long-term stability to the organization.

Our mission: We champion teachers
and students by encouraging,
promoting and funding creative and
innovative teaching strategies in order
to enhance and enrich education in all
Sioux Falls Public Schools.
Our niche: We raise funds to support
teachers and their impact on
students.
Our Board: The Education Foundation
is governed by a Board comprised of
volunteers. Members are Carrie Aaron
(secretary), Reece Almond (vice chair),
Nan Baker, Peggy Baney, Callie Beisch
(chair), Jackie Dumansky (treasurer),
Stephanie Gongopoulos (past chair),
Addie Graham-Kramer, Nancy Hagen,
DeeAnn Konrad, Deb Koski, Kiki
Nelsen and Anthony Pizer.
Our staff: Allison Struck is the fulltime executive director. Rob Swenson
assists part time with media.
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In the zone: Grant helps students self-regulate
and enhances their opportunities to learn
Students with self-control issues can be distracted from
learning. Carol Beldin, who probably understands the
challenge as well as anyone in the Sioux Falls School
District, is helping students with those kind of social and
emotional challenges.
Beldin is an administrative intern working on curriculum
for special education students. She previously worked as
an instructional coach and as a special education teacher.
She has been employed by the district since 1991.
She was the recent recipient of a $2,500 grant from the
Education Foundation. The funding was used to buy books,
activity packs and curriculum materials for a program
Beldin is piloting in 13 elementary schools. She hopes to
expand the program to 10 more elementary schools in the
future.
Beldin and her team are training more than 40 educators
to assist students with emotional-control issues so that
they can focus more attention on learning. The program is
designed to help students assess and react to daily
situations in appropriate ways. They are empowered to
manage their emotions.
“It’s geared for anyone who has self-regulation issues, any
kid who can grow in self-awareness,” Beldin said.
The grant that she received was one of 22 for a variety of
creative programs that the Education Foundation awarded
before the start of the 2019-2020 school year. More than
$57,000 in grants was awarded.
Staff members from all grade levels employed by the Sioux
Falls School District are eligible to apply for the next round
of Public School Proud Grants. Applications for up to
$10,000 will be considered. Proposals are due Jan. 10,
2020. Applications will be considered on a competitive
basis by a selection committee.
For more information about grant criteria, visit the
Education Foundation’s website at
SFEducationFoundation.org.
Beldin’s grant was titled, “Be in the Zone: Social Learning is
for Everyone.” Without it, the school district might not

Carol Beldin is among this year’s grant winners.

have been able to launch as extensive and as
coordinated a program to help students with self-control
needs. Each school might have had to deal with the
challenge on its own.
“I think the Education Foundation does a great job in
supporting teachers and giving them the resources they
need to meet the needs of kids,” Beldin said.
Understanding how to cooperate with others, even when
things don’t go your way, is a skill that will help students
long after they finish school, said Allison Struck,
executive director of the Education Foundation.
“Social-emotional learning has become a hot topic across
the country. Educators are teaching students how to selfregulate, and that’s critically important,” Struck said.
“The resources that are part of this grant can help
children manage their emotions and feelings, and that’s
a life-long skill.”
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Verizon contributes $50,000
to Foundation grant program
The Education Foundation’s grant
program for creative teaching
projects has received a substantial
boost from Verizon.

Tax-deductible gifts from individuals,
businesses and organizations fund
grants that assist teachers and
students in Sioux Falls Public Schools.

The national telecommunications
company recently contributed
$50,000 for grants that promote
learning in STEM-related fields –
science, technology, engineering
and mathematics.
The donation is the single largest,
one-time gift the Education has
ever received, and the
organization is thrilled to have
gotten it, said Executive Director
Allison Struck.

Your donations help
improve education in
Sioux Falls schools

Public School Proud Grants are
awarded to faculty members at
schools at all levels for creative
educational programs.

Allison Struck of the Education Foundation and
Craig Silliman, executive vice president of
Verizon, chat after a technology demonstration
in downtown Sioux Falls. U.S. Sen. John Thune
(background) is among those in the background.

“Technology is transforming careers in all sectors, and with this grant, we can give
students hands-on, immersive experiences in the classroom,” Struck said.
“Half of the grants we’ve awarded in the last three years have been for STEM
materials. Because of Verizon’s incredible generosity, we’ll be able to give more
students an opportunity to explore, build, and create using materials like drones,
robotics kits, VR headsets, simulation mannequins, 3D printers, and more,” she
said.
Verizon executives announced the contribution to the Education Foundation
during a news conference on Nov. 1. They were in Sioux Falls that day to also
announce that the community is one of about 20 cities in the United States that is
beginning to get 5G mobile communications service. 5G is short for the fifth
generation of cellular network technology.
As well as Verizon executive Craig Silliman, the news conference featured Mayor
Paul TenHaken and U.S. Sen. John Thune. The event included a demonstration of
5G data-transmission speed near one of several new small cell poles in the
downtown area. Having 5G service available will put Sioux Falls in elite national
company, TenHaken and Thune said, and it should help business development.
Craig Silliman, executive vice president of New York-based Verizon, said that
addition to investing in Sioux Falls’ infrastructure, the company wanted to invest in
people. “As part of our investment in Sioux Falls, we wanted to invest in
education,” he said. “We never want to forget the people.”
Colorado-based Eli Veenendaal, director of state government affairs for Verizon,
said the telecommunications company has been impressed by the mission and
creativity of the Education Foundation. “We’re excited to see what happens with
the money,” he said.

In addition, the Education
Foundation partners with the Mary
Chilton chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution Foundation
give first-time teachers $200 to help
buy classroom supplies.
More information about the
Education Foundation, its programs
and how to give is available at the
website SFEducationFoundation.org.
Questions about the organization and
donation options can be directed to
Allison Struck, the Foundation’s
executive director. She can be
reached by phone at (605) 367-4484
or email at Allison.Struck@k12.sd.us.

Other donation options
Some private organization provide
opportunities to raise money for the
Education Foundation, too.
For example, members of Thrivent
Financial may designate charitable
gifts to the Education Foundation
through the Thrivent Choice
Program.
You might want to ask your employer
about donation options.
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Public School Proud
showcases talent
from public schools
(Story continued from Page 1)
The event was emceed by Vernon
Brown, who is an executive with SDN
Communications and a former member
of the Education Foundation Board,
and by DeeAnn Konrad, community
relations supervisor for the School
District and a current member of the
Education Foundation Board.

The African Dance Group from Washington High gave an energetic performance.

Dixie Hieb, an attorney at the
Davenport Evans Law Firm in Sioux
Falls won $4,250 in a reverse auction
and donated $1,000 of it back to the
Education Foundation.
Donations to the Education Foundation
enable the organization to fund grants
to faculty members for creative
education projects. Last spring, the
organization awarded 22 grants
totaling more than $57,000.
The Education Foundation also
partners with the Mary Chilton
Daughters of American Revolution to
provide grants to help first-time
teachers buy classroom supplies.

The New Tech Chamber Choir, directed by Mark Ferri, sang for the audience.

After winning a reverse auction, Dixie
Hieb (right) chatted with Board
member Anthony Pizer.
Vernon Brown and DeeAnn Konrad, former
news colleagues at KELOLAND-TV, served as
emcees for the student showcase event.

Alyssa Wagemann and Kaden Borth were
among the CTE students who prepared
and served food at Public School Proud.

